CROSS-CULTURAL PSYCHOLOGY &
CULTURAL PSYCHOLOGY
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WONG GUNGWU
(NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE)

Wang Gungwu

« Born on 9 October 1930

« An academic who has studied and written
about the Chinese diaspora

« Born in Indonesia, grew up in Malaysia,
and received a Ph.D. from the School of
Oriental and African Studies, University of
London.

 Taught at the University of Malaya,
the Australian National University, and the
National University of Singapore

« Became the University Professor by the
National University of Singapore




KEYNOTE SPEECH AT THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
OF THE HONG KONG SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION:
CHINA IN HE WORLD, THE WORLD IN CHINA

GLOBAL SOCIAL SCIENCES coum:ucsv'zvb’—i: = ""—
A L.“" " ~ghad =
WORLD) IN,CHINA:
e W

ONG KONG SOCIOLOGICA
8| CHINA'IN, THE WO THE
8| East Asian Cosmopolitanisms iy : Ei

-

67 December, 20.




MAIN IDEAS OF WANG GUNGWU

 Peripheral powers of China became incorporated into
Chinese civilization enriching Chinese culture.

 Importance of mapping as a strategy of nation-building
and rewriting of national history.

« Chinese concept of history (5) as social science and
lessons from the past for the current administration or
governance of the dynasty.

 Chinese concept of history is more focused on its
practicality rather than facts and objectivity.
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« £ AKX} Shweder and Levine (1984), Triandis
(1989), Bruner (1990), Shweder (1991), Markus
and Kitayama (1991), Cole (1996), Nisbett &
Cohen (1996), Shore (1996), Fiske, et al. (1998),
Nisbett, et al. (2001) and Nisbett (2003)
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RICHARD SCHWEDER

« W.E.LLR.D. (Western, Educated, Industrialized, Rich,
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CULTURAL AND INDIVIDUAL
DIFFERENCES

Korea
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variatiom: Korea Variation: USA

Figure 3. Cultural and individual differences

Uichol Kim, Young—Shin Park, Jaisun Koo. 2004. Korean Journal of
Psychological and Social Issues 10: 177-209




EXPLAIN THE
FOLLOWING PICTURE.
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DEALE[= T S0| 28 T7[ZHZIET A E N Ow 2
2520 A2 FAS S AU FAS Y24 AQAIIE ME
2431 A0iM Zo| 22 Ao 2 FHES & o°|'7'" MY Y=
AFZ| (High context refers to societies or groups where people
have close connections over a long period of time. Many aspects
of cultural behavior are not made explicit because most
members know what to do and what to think from years of
Interaction with each other.)

of: 7t&




o

Less verbally explicit communication, less
written/formal information

More internalized understandings of what is
communicated

Multiple cross—cutting ties and intersections
with others

Long term relationships

Strong boundaries— who is accepted as
belonging vs. who is considered an "outsider"
Knowledge is situational, relational.
Decisions and activities focus around
personal face—to—face relationships, often
around a central person who has authority.

04l : Small religious congregations, a party with
friends, family gatherings, expensive gourmet
restaurants and neighborhood restaurants with
a regular clientele, undergraduate on—campus
friendships, regular pick—up games, hosting a
friend in your home overnight.




 Rule oriented, people play by external rules
« More knowledge is codified, public, external, and

.- me .I accessible.
e« Sequencing, separation——of time, of space, o
N [] S t ft f f
P Kool activities, of relationships
.,t / \ * More interpersonal connections of shorter
] || duration
W .
« Knowledge is more often transferable

« Task—centered. Decisions and activities focus
around what needs to be done, division of
responsibilities.

0dl: large US airports, a chain supermarket, a cafeteria, a convenience
store, sports where rules are clearly laid out, a motel.




o TE AL DT XY2te| SHE s k1 AU7| o 2o
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® While these terms are sometimes useful in describing
some aspects of a culture, one can never say a culture is
"high" or "low" because societies all contain both modes.
"High" and "low" are therefore less relevant as a
description of a whole people, and more useful to describe
and understand particular situations and environments.
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« The Structure of Relationships (BAH 2| 7=)

-High: Dense, intersecting networks and long-term relationships,
strong boundaries, relationship more important than task

-Low: Loose, wide networks, shorter term, compartmentalized
relationships, task more important than relationship

« Main Type of Cultural Knowledge

- High: More knowledge is --implicit, patterns
that are not fully conscious, hard to explain even if you are a
member of that culture

- Low: More knowledge is --explicit,
consciously organized
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TASK A




ANSWER




TASK B

-




ANSWER




TASK C




ANSWER




CONDITIONS

Task A Task B Task C

One Part Several Parts. The whole, out of focus




PROPORTION OF RIGHT ANSWERS (JAPANESE AND AMERICANS)

70
65 | 62.75
59.71
[1 Japanese
B 50.10 B Americans
.&é:_
E
38.89 38.41
30 1 ] _.
One Part Several Parts Whole

[Condition]




PROPORTION SAYING “| HAVE NO IDEA" IN TASK C

70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

[Thave no idea|

Japanese

Americans
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= X: Choi, Incheol;

Dalal, Reeshad; Kim-—

Prieto, Chu; Park,

- Hyekyung. “Culture

e and judgement of
causal relevance.”
Journal of Personality
and Social Psychology,
Vol 84(1), Jan 2003,
46-59.
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Peng & Nisbett 99

TYPE OF CONFLICTS




Average Ratings of Plausibility

—®— More plausible

—O—  Less plausible B 5
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AorB A and B AorB A and B
Condition Condition

0= =3




Lo} =Ho| Hi=zet =
(MARKUS & KITAYAMA, 1991)

Perceived Similarity

4.0
3.9
3.8
3.7
3.6
3.5
3.4
3.3

il Self to Other
i Other to Self

Eastern Western

Cultural Background
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Father

Sibling

Co-worker

Friend
A. Independent View of Self

Father
Sibling

Friend " X x @
@ Co-worker

Friend

B. Interdependent View of Self




XS0l Chst 28X 4= EXHolLt?

0 AIEEES S32ULt 2 H 0l XD 2 (self-view)S 2806t S&
ol |Xot] A2 A=z JIIELN S

® Steven Heinelt 119 s&=2 30 (I2H L2 2312 H
2 RAS0| Z2HAC X2 X0t 3. 2 Fsl= 2
oldd AD|H|ES S& AIjeS X8

e 23X IP)|&2 &8l S0|S32 S3Y

= X : Steven, Darrin Lehman, Hazel R. Markus, and Shinobu
Kitayama. 1999. “Is There a Universal Need for Positive
Self-Regard?” Psychological Review 106(4): 766—794




European Canadian Sample (N = 1402)
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Self-Esteem and Exposure
to North American Culture

50
48
46
44
42
40
38

32
30
28

24
22
20
18

Rosenberg Self-Esteem

14
12
10

36 |
34 ¢

26 |

................

| B

Y

"Never Been Abroad"
Japanese (n=1657)

"Been Abroad"
Japanese (n=582)

Recent Asian
Immigrants (n=245)

Long-Term Asian
Immigrants (n=288)

2nd Generation Asian
Canadians (n=432)

3rd Generation Asian
Canadians (n=38)

European
Canadians (n=1402)

1234567
>

_1 +1.96*Std. Err.
® Mean

Exposure to North American Culture




+ =2}2| X}7|(SELF)

E=HE =4 AP7|-+0o FEH 022 M A}|-
Referential Entity self ok Inferential Mind self
 Substantive - Static
« Ontological  Dispositional
 Structured  Un-structured
* Real * Psychological
* Referential « Configurational
 transcendental « Contextual

EX: =&, 2000, p. 133, & 1
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2Ig6Ie-Hng
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