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Recitation

The Convergence of the Twain Well: while was fashioning
(Lines on the loss of the Titanic) This creature of cleaving wing,
by Thomas hardy The Immanent Will that stirs and urges everything
In a solitude of the sea Prepared a sinister mate
Deep from human vanity, For her—so gaily great—
And the Pride of Life that planned her, stilly couches she. A shape of Ice, for the time far and dissociate.
Steel chambers, late the pyres And as the smart ship grew
Of her salamandrine fires, In stature, grace, and hue,
Cold currents thrid, and turn to rhythmic tidal lyres. In shadowy silent distance grew the Iceberg too.
Over the mirrors meant Alien they seemed to be:
To glass the opulent No mortal eye could see
The sea-worm crawls —grotesque, slimed, dumb, indifferent. The intimate welding of their later history,
Jewels in joy designed Or sign that they were bent
To ravish the sensuous mine By paths coincident
Lie lightless, all their sparkles bleared and black and blind. On being anon twin halves of one august event,
Dim moon-eyed fishes near Till the Spinner of the Years
Gaze at the glided gear Said ‘Now!” And each one hears,

And query: ‘What does this vaingloriousness down here?’... And consummation comes, and jars two hemispheres.



Poet

Thomas Hardy (1840-1928)
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Background

Sinking of the RMS Titanic (1912
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Analysis - Stanza 1

In a solitude of the sea
Deep from human vanity,

And the Pride of Life that planned her, stilly couches she.

v HC{ J12feEX| Q= Hj2tn =Znst @ot

LS — o — —

v' Tone : nostalgia

Vanity: the worthlessness and emptiness of worldly
things, since you can’t take them with you when you
die

Pride of life: An arrogance that thought to build the
unsinkable Titanic

(A2te| 22H dFl= EtO|Ef HIHMF OFF 2 = Ot
20| Elot. Ql1ztel S 2 B H|T)
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Personification

Allusion:
human vanity, Pride of Life
> allusion to the bible

Consonance: sound of ‘m’
Assonance: sound of ‘ai’



Stanza 2, 3

Steel chambers, late the pyres
Of her salamandrine fires,
Cold currents thrid, and turn to rhythmic tidal lyres.

Over the mirrors meant
To glass the opulent

The sea-worm crawls—grotesque, slimed, dumb, indifferent.

v g|0jot1 O &2 HiCe} CiH|E|= Q129 AHX| AR 2 25

Pyres: legendary fire and heat in engine room
> The death, The sinking of the Titanic

Late = glory
» The Titanic in all her glory thrusts through the seas
(29 FE2 HICEE0| M T AF2HE)

OO L

Opluent: the very rich

indifferent: uncaring. Q12+2| AHH0j| 2X}H[SH HICHS
B

Meter: 2 lambic Trimeter + 1 lambic Hexameter



Stanza 4, 5

Mirrors and Jewels: Luxury liner of human
Jewels in joy designed
To ravish the sensuous mine
Lie lightless, all their sparkles bleared and black and blind.

Bleared: dim and watery

Alliteration

v 5|0jsta O &2 HiCe} CiH| E|= Q12E9] AHX| AR 2 25

_ _ Vaingloriousness: empty/ pointless glory and
Dim moon-eyed fishes near

Gaze at the glided gear
And query: ‘What does this vaingloriousness down here?’...

sumptuousness > ‘Human vanity’ and ‘Pride of Life’

Alliteration



Stanza 6

fashioning: Being made
Well: while was fashioning

i ] ] Cleaving wing: swiftly diving the waves
This creature of cleaving wing, RN y diving

The Immanent Will that stirs and urges everything The immanent Will: B= < xj2stT £} LHxH
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Stanza 7, 8

Prepared a sinister mate
For her—so gaily great—
A shape of Ice, for the time far and dissociate.

= seperate

And as the smart ship grew
In stature, grace, and hue,

In shadowy silent distance grew the Iceberg too.
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A shape of Ice: IAHS FALSH=
o

HASH= 9| =71 S Y.

Alliteration

Smart: elegant, fashionable

Stature: size and importance

Alliteration: smart ship

Assonance: stature — grace



Stanza 9, 10

Alien: Incompatible, foreign

Alien they seemed to be: > Ui} BIAO| (TN LHA.
No mortal eye could see
The intimate welding of their later history, HE A2 HYjoF HISI} Bt 28 & A ole

bent: shaped by an outside force, or motivated

Or sign that they were bent

By paths coincident Anon: august grand, also prepared by omen
On being anon twin halves of one august event, > Q= slof| o3t £=
= soon = important

Alliteration
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Stanza 11

Till the Spinner of the Years Spinner of the Years: fate
Said ‘Now!" And each one hears,

: _ _ > Fate is invading humanity’s hopes and pleasure
And consummation comes, and jars two hemispheres.

with violent and sudden force.
v ARZIS CE HIZO2 HIX| b 2T0| o et HaZl 2WOo R BA

v Consummation comes: A& & AsHS LIEPAH.
EIO|EfH 2t ISt= M2 E ffsl| S0 E 2HO|2|d] & X|= 20| =2].
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v' The rhyme changes in stanza (a-a-a, b-b-b, c-c-c, ...
v' The end sounds keep changing.

v It imitates the movement of the ocean.

- mixed metrical pattern

<first half> effect of the collision
wreck of the Titanic

<second half> cause of the collision
the ship before the wreck ~ the moment of the collision




<the ocean> superior power of the sea
<man-made ship> human pride

the contrast between expectation

the fate of the Titanic.

- passengers’ expectation : safety, speed, and comfort

- reality: it sank and killed hundreds.




Theme

v" Unprotectable fate between human and nature

v" Warning of arrogance of powerless human
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Discussion Questions

1. The poet said that the tragedy of the Titanic was set as fate. If a
person's fate is determined by The Immanent Will, how should we
accept life?

2. Is the convergence of human and nature possible?

3. The speaker says that the convergence between titanic and
iceberg is inevitable. What does spinner of the years mean in the
poem? and why does the poet use this expression?
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Poet’s Information

T homas Hardy
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Background of the Poem
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Recitation

The Darkling Thrush

I leant upon a coppice gate

When Frost was spectre-grey,

And Winter’s dregs made desolate
The weakening eye of day.

The tangled bine-stems scored the sky
Like strings of broken lyres,

And all mankind that haunted nigh

Had sought their household fires.

The land’s sharp features seemed to be
The Century’s corpse outleant,

His crypt the cloudy canopy,

The wind his death-lament.

The ancient pulse of germ and birth
Was shrunken hard and dry,

And every spirit upon earth
Seemed fervourless as I.

By Thomas Hardy

At once a voice arose among

The bleak twigs overhead

In a full-hearted evensong

Of joy illimited;

And aged thrush, frail, gaunt, and small,
In blast-beruffled plume,

Had chosen thus to fling his soul

Upon the growing gloom.

So little cause for carolings
Of such ecstatic sound

Was written on terrestrial things

Afar or nigh around,

That I could think there trembled through
His happy good-night air

Some blessed Hope, whereof he knew

And I was unaware.



Themes
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Structure and Form

Stanza 1 Stanza 3

[ leant upon a coppice At once a voice arose

When Frost was spectre-grey, B The bleak twigs overhead

And Winter’s dregs made In a full-hearted

The weakening eye of day. B Of joy illimited;

The tangled bine-stems scored the And aged thrush, frail, gaunt, and ,
Like strings of broken lyres, D In blast-beruffled plume,

And all mankind that haunted Had chosen thus to fling his

Had sought their household fires. D Upon the growing gloom.

o ABABCDCD rhyme scheme + lambic pentameter ( X HOICH 3TH or 4THO| stressed syllable )

=> MO HZRQIo| A=Z &3t Tension &M

© End-stopped line : Stanza 1,2 = 28H0LCt, Stanza 3.4 = 43H0O}Ct
=> THEARIM (thrush)Cl S&OZ MISHEl MHTH Q5™ Z7toz s}



Stanza Analysis

Stanza 1: 8kALH"" 1t &E 20| 71T AEHOIM Z-at A2 7Y

I leant upon a coppice gate

When Frost was spectre-grey,

And Winter’s dregs made desolate
The weakening eye of day.

The tangled bine-stems scored the sky
Like strings of ,

And nigh

Had sought their household fires.

- "Frost”, "Winter" : Al8] HEZ HZ / Capitalized -> ¥Z&

- "weakening eye of day" : %oliAl= EHQF -> Al HHE M
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Stanza Analysis

Stanza 2 : THGIMC| =S,

The land’s sharp features seemed to be
The ,

His crypt the cloudy ,

The wind his

The ancient pulse of germ and birth
Was shrunken hard and dry,

And

Seemed fervourless as .
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- "Century's corpse outleant” : &2t &
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- "death-lament” :

- "corpse’,
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Stanza Analysis

Stanza 3 : thrush@l 2liQf 2|2F

At once a voice arose among

The bleak twigs overhead

In a full-hearted evensong

Of joy illimited;

And aged thrush, frail, gaunt, and small,
In blast-beruffled plume,

Had chosen thus to fling his soul

Upon the growing gloom.

12 - THEA[BE2 (thrush)@l =2l mimic
- Assonance : (At once a voice arose among)
- Sibilance : (Had chosen thus to fling his soul)

>

- "At once" : URAZS NEL ZmHOZ OH |

- "thrush"Ql keff : MU™MO|T Matst HES TH= MER 3%

- "thrush™?| 2|2 : “frail”, "gaunt”,

-> 5t Hofst 7, But M5ke S5¢H HE0 M “joy illimited st

L2iE HETIE AAR MEHSE ("chosen”)

- "death-lament” vs. "thrush"2| 2ff : CHH|:|l= & M
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Stanza Analysis

Stanza 4 : &Ml R[22 Al

for
Of such ecstatic sound
Was written on things
Afar or nigh around,
That I could think there trembled through
His happy good-night air
Some

Hope, whereof he knew

And I was unaware.

9| MH HHOIM 31TS

2 HE AL

- "carolings”,

- "So little cause”,

o2 A2 A ol
o2 X= T HAO.

- "whereof he knew/ And | was unaware" : 2tA}

"blessed” : Zu™ T
"terrestrial" : XM,
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Discussion Question

Question 1.
"The darkling thrush"MIM "thrush™Tt RILIE= C|O0&= 2NLN? 12|10, thrushE Soll CHIF2E= 20MI712] &
=AI2|E Hi2tE = 2HAHe| £ 2 HIHGICHY & & USTH?

Group opinion.
Ol AIBIM "thrush"&
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Discussion Question

Question 2.

OFX[2f 0]l “Hope"2| capitalization2 2312 2|O|st Y=2}?

Group opinion.

"Hope"2l capitalizationg &oll Al2!2 "Hope"ol O|0IE BZotd ASs & £ AUCH Al AUet thrush1h ZEZHQ

A2h SOIME 8|S LSl AoIM 2HAts G=ARR]H HIS™OIH 2Nl A2kofl Mol AARITH, T SHIME MT!
HIROIK 21ae HOFTHL = AFEFE0] S=Al2|9] HES QI3 o|TE THAIL SA2IE LIRTIZE Hidks 0SS LIEHLH L
ULt SHAM0] THsOILE. Ol2igt 2FHUIM Hopes SIYC| SAL|E L= AR & 8 8 H0l 3| 1 AtAll2k= 2|0l THA

1, 0| capitalization &22M IE 7|0l 2 5|2O| kAITH ZF SRl F2S LHESHCL.
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